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Hurn Court stands in an attractive setting on the outskirts of
Bournemouth, bounded on three sides by the farmlands of the
Earl of Malmesbury, and on the fourth by the village of
Holdenhurst. It adjoins the lovely old town of Christchurch and
is only three miles from the centre of Bournemouth. The River
Stour meanders lazily through the grounds and a tributary widens
out to form an ornamental lake, at one time used by the monks
of Christchurch Priory as a fish preserve. The district is well
known for a healthy, equable climate; the gravel sub-soil, sea
air and long hours of sunshine making it an ideal situation for
a boarding school.

Before the Reformation the house was the summer hunting lodge
of the Priors of Christchurch. It was however entirely rebuilt
by the first Earl of Malmesbury, of diplomatic fame, and a long
low farmhouse, surrounded after the fashion of the day by its
own farm buildings, was converted into a stately mansion.
Additions were made to the property by succeeding Earls and
to-day the Court enjoys all modern amenities : electricity, mains
water supply, and oil-fired central heating, while retaining
character in environmental setting.

The buildings lend themselves admirably to the purpose for
which they are being used. The magnificent suite of reception
rooms, lofty and well lighted, are the main School Rooms.
Adjoining the main building are the well-equipped practical rooms,
technical drawing room, metalwork, woodwork, gymnasium and
laboratories. Also added since the School has been open, designed
and constructed by Staff and senior boys, is a magnificent Dining
Hall which contains a fine stage with all necessary equipment for
the production of three-act plays.

Sleeping accommodation is in the bedrooms used by the previous
owners and their household and as, of necessity, there can only be
a small number of boys in each, a homely atmosphere is assured.

Hurn Court School is an Independent Boarding School, offering a
continuous education on the lines of a modern Public School.
High standards of work and effort and conduct are expected from
all boys, but moral training and formation of character are con-
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sidered as important as academic achievement. The inculcation
of good manners and gentlemanly conduct, together with habits
of clear thinking, courtesy and self-reliance, are among the primary
objectives.

The School is recognised by the Ministry of Education and is
staffed with fully-qualified and experienced graduate masters,
selected not only for their academic qualifications but for their
ability in the art of teaching. There is accommodation for 140
boys and empbhasis of the School is on individual, personal tuition
and attention, for which purpose a high ratio of staff to boys is
maintained. Every effort is made to take boys to the very limit
of their ability in all subjects, and at the same time the system
is admirably suited for coaching boys in any subjects in which
they may not be up to standard.

The Curriculum is designed to give a sound education to those
boys who intend to follow a vocation requiring practical rather
than high academic ability. At the same time all boys are
encouraged to take the General Certificate of Education and, as
the practical subjects, Metalwork, Woodwork and Agricultural
Science, are included in the list of subjects offered by Cambridge,
it is quite possible for the non-academic boy to obtain a Certificate
in a well-balanced number of subjects which will be of great value
to him in his future vocation. :

Practical subjects prominent in the curriculum include Agriculture,
Metalwork and Light Engineering, Woodwork, Building Construc-
tion and Electrical Engineering. The School farm is near at hand
and is used for practical instruction. The student translates class-
room theory into practical farming, with special reference to dairy
cattle, pigs, poultry and arable land. Instruction is under the
combined supervision of a specialist teacher and a farmer with
many years of practical experience. The Farm is equipped with
modern machinery. Agricultural Science, Biology and Chemistry
are taught in the laboratories, while the book-keeping and
economics of farming keep pace with the practical application.

The School has a well-equipped metalwork and light engineering
workshop. Here the boy not only has a course of instruction
which will enable him to take the subject in the G.C.E. but he
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also has ample opportunity of putting the processes he has learnt
into practice by making articles of everyday use, and also in the
field of maintenance both at School and Farm. The course includes
electrical engineering and a sound knowledge of the internal com-
bustion engine. Instruction in the workshop and also Drawing
Office practice is given by fully-qualified staff.

Quite separate from the aboveis a fully-equipped Woodwork Room.

Although there is a strong bias towards practical subjects, very
special attention is given to English Language, both written and
spoken, and to Mathematics.

Other subjects in the curriculum include History, Geography,
Divinity, French (restricted to “A’ classes only), Art, Music,
Technical Drawing and Science. Pupils are given every opportunity
to undertake courses in their selected subjects. In addition to
preparation for the General Certificate of Education, every
assistance is given to Agricultural and Engineering students to
proceed to degree and diploma courses in Colleges and Farm
Institutes. The Headmaster has made personal contacts Wwith
Principals of Engineering and Agricultural Colleges and has found
them very willing to accept boys from a School where they have
already had the opportunity to begin the study of their chosen

subject.

Not least among the School’s activities is the maintenance of a

" high physical standard by every boy. The environment of the

School . . . regular hours of work, recreation and sleep, coupled
with ample meals, including fresh vegetables and farm produce
from our own grounds . . . offers the necessary background to the
Gymnastic instruction. Formal lessons are given in the Gymnasium,
but whenever possible in this equable climate the training is in the
open air, on the spacious lawns. There are ample facilities and
opportunities for additional exercise, walking, camping, Cross-
country running and swimming.

The School games are Rugby Football and Association Football
in the winter and Cricket, Tennis and Athletics in the summer.
Apart from inter-school games, there is keen rivalry for the various
Games Trophies between the Houses and every boy has ample

opportunity of playing games either for his House or School.
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Individual tuition in Pianoforte and Violin can be arranged upon
request.

French is taught to all ‘A’ classes as a part of the curriculum and
for the General Certificate of Education, but Latin is not taught as
a Form subject.

The weekly time-table is so arranged that every boy has sufficiently
long periods for useful and worth-while out-of-School activities and
hobbies. There is no work before breakfast, morning school com-
mencing after a short Morning Service at 9 a.m. Most afternoons
there are outdoor activities, including Games, but after tea at
430 p.m. there is a further period of School lessons. The last
meal, which is normally a hot one and consisting of several courses,
is taken at 6.30 p.m. After this, time is allowed for voluntary
activities and hobbies, and also for private study and preparation.
No school work is done on Sundays, but after morning service, and
a period for letter writing, boys are free to pursue recreational
activities under the supervision of the resident staff.

Church Services and Divinity teaching are in accordance with the
practice and teaching of the Church of England. Boys of any
creed may be admitted to the School, but they are required to
attend the School’s Morning Services and Divinity classes but not
Church Services other than those of their own denominations.

The Vicar of Holdenhurst prepares boys for Confirmation and a
special Confirmation Setvice is held by the Bishop of Winchester
for the boys of this School.

There are many School Societies, Clubs and Hobbies Groups,
some of them directed, and all of them encouraged, by the Staff.
Participation is during free time in the evenings and at week-ends,
and on one set afternoon each week. Among the most prominent
are the Dramatic Club, Music (choral and instrumental), Modelling,
for which a room is set aside for the boys’ exclusive use, Art,
Photography, Boxing, Gymnastics, Nature Club, Archery, Bee-
keeping and Gardening.
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There is a very strong Sea Scout Troop, with Senior and Junior
divisions, which meets every week and also runs an annual camp.

Adequate Library facilities are provided for reference and light
reading. A 16mm. cinematograph sound projector is used
extensively for educational and feature films. A television set is
available for special occasions.

A full report of work and conduct is sent to parents (or guardians)
at the end of each term. The School’s internal examinations
normally take place in February and July.

Application for admission should be made to the Headmaster.
There is no written entrance examination, but reference may be
made to a boy’s previous Headmaster to ensure a reasonable
standard of ability. A personal interview with the Headmaster is
necessary before any boy may be admitted and a certificate of
good conduct may be required from the boy’s last school.

The age range of the School is 12 years to 18 years. Boys normally
take the General Certificate of Education after their 16th birthday
and may then continue at School until they are 18 years of age if
their parents desire it and so long as some useful purpose is being
served by a continuation of their stay.

The School Fees are 100 guineas per term payable before the first
day of term. The fees are inclusive of books, stationery, laundry
and bed-linen, sports, and material for practical subjects.

A registration fee of 3 guineas is payable when the Enrolment
Form 1is submitted and this fee is non-returnable.

A reduction in fees (normally 10°,) is allowed to parents having
two or more boys at the School at the same time.

Application may be made to pay a Composite Fee in advance to
cover the whole of the boy’s education for his full time at the
School, or for a minimum period of two years. Under this scheme
a 10%, discount is allowed for the lump sum payment, with






